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THE COMING OF JUSTICE TO CALIFORNIA: THREE DOCUMENTS. Translated from the Spanish by Adelaide Smithers. ,Edited by John Galvin.
San Francisco: John Howell Books, 1963. Pp. xi, 80. Illus., maps. $7.50.
To P,RODUCE A BOOK which is beautifully designed, expertly printed and
containing important historical documents is a substantial achievement.
Certainly a collector's item, this limited edition (750 copies) contains the
Royal Regulations for Presidios, long used as a valuable source by students of the Southwest, and is gratefully accepted in an excellent English
. translation. The other tw~ documents presented, a speech by Carlos Antonio
Carillo in the Mexican Chamber of Deputies and a decree of President
Santa Anna of Mexico, are not nearly so well known and are, therefore, a
valuable contribution to the source material on California and the Southwest. The appendices continue the pat~ern by bringing additional translated manuscripts into print.
Historically speaking it is a little disappointing to think that the "coming
of justice to California" hangs from such flimsy threads. The Royal Regulations for Presidios was only vaguely and theoretically connected to the
development of California. Moreover, they were concerned with administration of the military establishment and not necessarily with justice or
legal matters. If one seeks the origin of the idea~ expressed in the Regulations, they will trace to Jose de Galvez and the Marques de Rubf, both of
whom did their monumental work before California was safely colonized.
California was specifically excluded when the Regulations were published
and the job of putting them into effect was given to Hugo Oconor. The
real problem with which the Regulations dealt was not with justice, but
with defense; defense against the Apache and Comanche Indians who
were devastating the provinces of New Mexico, Texas, Coahuilil, Nueva
Vizcaya and Sonora. This threat had little impact on California. The fact
is that the few presidio areas in California applied the Regulations only in
a limited Sense, as was the case on the whole frontier. The many local
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areas not directly subject to this strictly military administrative code applied general Spanish civil law.
One must also be careful not to generalize from the Royal Regulations
on the conditions of the troops and presidios. The picture of the- soldier,
his equipment and the fort in which he resided are idealized in the
Regulations. The real conditions were actually quite different, even after
the presidial line from -sea to sea was completed. The soldier was always
short of powder and lead, was often unable to obtain guns and replacement parts, his mounts were inadequate or nonexistent, his protective
equipment lacking, his training far below the needs of the frontier, and
his numbers always below the standards set. In 1771 it was reported that
there was no powder in any of the forts in Coahuila and that the troops
were training with bows and arrows. The enthusiasm of the moment
when the Regulations were issued did not last and authorities in Spain
and Mexico City maintained liitle interest or sympathy for the northern
frontier.
.
The greatest disappointment was the map (following page 80) of the
presidial line. There were not fourteen presidios in the line completed,
but nineteen. Left off the map. were Janos in Chihuahua, San Juan
Bautista in Coahuila and Bahia del Espiritu Santo in Texas. El Paso was
not a presidio and even its garrison was removed to CarrizaI. The names
GuajoaquilIa, Julimes, Cerro Gordo and San Saba do not appear on the
final line built under the direction of Oconor. Guajoaquilla was abandoned
and its forces moved to other presidios. Julimes was abandoned and its
complement sent to a new presidio named Junta de los Rios. Cerro Gordo
was· abandoned and its troops sent to San Carlos, also a new presidio.
San Saba, in Texas, was abandoned and its forces stationed at San Vicente.
The three latter new presidios were located along the Big Bend of the
Rio Grande. In addition, Oeonor had constructed three presidios not
called for in the Royal Regulations; La Babia on t4e eastern edge of the
Bolson de Mapimi, and San Eleasario and EI Principe to fill the gap between Junta de los Rios and CarrizaI. The map is inaccurate.
Documents in themselves are important, but unless they are given their
proper place in the history of an area they quickly decline in value. The
historical perspective giv:en in The Coming of Justice to California is
vague and tends to leave the wrorig impression. The Royal Regulations
for Presidios has meaning only when coupled with such items as the Rub!
Report, the Informe of Hugo Oeonor, the work of the Councils of War
and Finance in Mexico City which oversaw the work of Oeonor, and the
Report of Teodoro de Croix, successor to Oconor. To give credence to the
decrees of Santa Anna in bringing justice to California, or anywhere else,
certainly needs considerable supporting evidence. Santa Anna was not
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particularly interested in the northern provinces of Mexico during most
of his many careers as "President" of Mexico. The speech of Carillo comes
closest to dealing with purely Californian legal history. The other two
documents certainly' are a part of the legal history of California, but they
do not stand alone and were not adequately supported in this book.
PAIGE W. CHRISTIANSEN

THE LEGAL HERITAGE OF EL PASO. By}. Morgan Broaddus. Edited by
Samuel D. Myres. EI Paso: Texas Western College Press, 1963. Pp.
viii, 250. lIlus., bibliog. $6.00.
THE AUTHOR begins with an appropriate survey of the institutional background inherited from the Spanish colonial era and carries the story of
the courts and lawyers of EI Paso through the period of the Anglo-American frontier, the years of Civil War and Reconstruction, and the era of
recent economic growth.
The final chapter embodies detailed summaries of bar association meetings in chronological order from 1885 through 1941. By extensive research
the author has been able to include brief biographical sketches of all the
lawyers who had abode at the Pass. For those of the early years, '1850 to
188o, the biographical data are intermingled with other matters in
Chapters II through V, whereas the sketches for those of later- years are
presented alphabetically in the Appendix. Chapter VI deals mainly with
the building of the old and new courthouses.
A significant contribution appears in the chapter on Reconstruction
with its account of property confiscation and political realignment under
Radical rule. Otherwise the book will be of interest chieBy to the legal
profession and descendants of pioneers of EI Paso.
The illustrations are vivid· and the format attractive; moreover, the
proofreading has been thorough. Even so, the critical reader is annoyed
by the occasional use of none as the subject of a plural verb and the
frequent reliance upon Spanish as a noun, with occasional injection of
the correct noun, Spaniards. In addition, great care has been exercised to
accent Santa Fe, whereas the use of the accent mark is not in conformity
with Spanish usage. Further, jornada is misspelled consistently, even in the
Index.
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In his conclusion the author avers aptly that
The dynamics of modern £1 Paso-the notable energy, freedom, tolerance,
and order of this bi-national community-are the products of unique social and
historic forces. As this account has shown, the bench-and-bar of £1 Paso has
done much through the years to control, direct, and blend these forces within
the framework of the law and legal institutions. This contribution is basic, and
its constructive influence will be felt by generations to come.

LYNN I. PERRIGO

NAVAHO EXPEDITION: JOURNAL OF A MILITARY RECONNAISSANCE FROM
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO, TO THE NAVAHO COUNTRY MADE IN 1849 BY
LIEUTENANT JAMES H. SIMPSON. Edited by Frank McNitt. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1964. Pp. lxxix, 296. Bibliog., illus.,
index. $5.95.
WHEN THINKING ABOUT PUBLISHING Simpson's Journal, Mr. McNitt's
imagination soared and the results in printed form are not too good. In
a short preface of eight pages, he describes his extensive travel over the
Navaho country in order to know it at first hand. This was laudable, but
his knowledge is not adequately revealed to the reader for lack of a map.
Kern's map of the expedition's route is so reduced in size that it is useless.
A forty-eight page introduction presents the background for the Washington expedition to the Nayaho country, which Simpson reported so
well. It is an unusual introduction because it is based on primary sources;
but this is also its weakness, for it is not thorough enough to be a contribution to the history of New Mexico. The editor uses it as a vehicle for
.introducing the prime characters in the Expedition. Since they included
the Kern brothers, Richard and Edward, who accompanied Fremont on
his disastrous Fourth Expedition, the editor examines that event critically,
but fails to.use LeRoy Hafen's collection of Fremont documents. A shorter
introduction based on the work of others would have met the reader's
need.
The Journal fills 157 pages of this publication. On first reading, one
judges that this is a reprint from the serial document until disabused of
this idea on page 227, note 57. There, also, is a comment about the serial
document version: "The work was evidently edited in the Government
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Printing Office. Changes were few, mainly in minor points of style, punctuation, and the spelling of names ...." Checking one paragraph on every
tenth page of this reprint against the government serial document, the
following errors were' noted: one mistake in punctuation, two sentences
omitted in part or whole, and two words omitted. This could indicate a
high rate of inaccuracy in transcribing the document (but not as. bad as
the version published in 1852) and raises a question about the validity of
Mr. McNitt's transcription from the original.
The editor deliberately omitted certain passages relating to geology as
well as references to Kern's drawings since only a few of these were reproduced. If the above-mentioned sentences fall within the term "geology,"
there was no need for their omission.
We find the usual story that the term Canyon del Muerto arose from
a massacre of Navahos by the Spaniards in 1805. Unless Mr. McNitt has
had access to a source he did not cite, the name comes from archaeological
investigations in the 1880'S and does not refer to a massacre.
The seventy-eight page Epilogue includes a history of Navaho affairs for
several years after the Washington expedition, and continued biographical
treatment of the persons who received major attention in the introduction.
A number of minor errors and questionable statements occur in the
epilogue as well as in the introduction.
Simpson's transcriptions and subsequent translations by others of some
inscriptions at EI Morro should have been checked more carefully. Although the editor implies that modern and better translations are used in
this publication, this is true only in part; the one at the top of page 136
is pretty bad. The bibliography does include that fine study, El Morro 'by
Slater. The statement that the Navaho treaty of 1855 has not heretofore
been used is incorrect (page 195). It was used for research some twentyfive years ago. Several of the early footnotes are not reliable.
A seventeen page appendix includes two treaties with the Navaho that
are not included in the government document.
The editor obviously spent a great deal of time in preparing the Simpson
Journal for publication, but unfortunately the reader is left in the dark
about the quality of his version: Is it a more reliable transcription than
the serial document?

FRANK D. REEVE
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WAR EAGLE, A LIFE OF GENERAL EUGENE CARR. By James T. King.
Lincoln: The University of Nebraska Press, 1963. Pp. 323. Illus.,
bibliog., maps. $6.00.
THIS BIOGRAPHY seeks to reveal both the kind of life led by General
Eugene A. Carr, as well as his "precise role" in the history of the American frontier. The author, James T. King, achieves the former aim in his
study, but is less successful with the latter. He regards Carr as a significant
contributor to the destruction of the Indian barrier to westward 'expansion
and, in many respects, as an example of a "typical frontier officer." Dr.
King therefore devotes eight of his twelve chapters to Carr's post-Civil
War career. But whether or not "War Eagle" was a representative frontier
officer is not made clear, partly because the book fails to resolve the problem 6f establishing Carr's typicality while focusing on his importance. Nor
does the General emerge as a well-delineated character who captures the
.
reader's interest, despite a long and colorful career.
Some aspects of that career were indicated by Carr himself in 1890.
when he wrote:
I have been nearly 40 years in service, of which above 30 [were] west of the
Mississippi, and over 8 of these without a roof, & some without a tent-37to
40 fights (16 Indian, 13 since the War)-2 Sieges-4 times hit: through 4
Cholera epidemics-Health injured 4 times by malarious climates-marched
24,000 miles & over-Travelled 110,000 & more-&c &c.

He failed to mention five brevets won in the Civil War and, as yet, he had
not received ~he Congressional Medal of Honor for his part in the battle of
Pea Ridge in 1862.
Service in the field was Carr's forte. From his first Indian fight in 1854
to the Ghost Dance tragedy in 1891, t~e General felt happiest when in the
saddle, and least contented when he found his energies pent up in garrison.
His predilection for field service stemmed partly from a strong sens'e of
duty, a trait which Dr. King regards as the salient aspect of Carr's character. But, the General's belief in the cheerful acceptance of duty frequently
applied more to underlings than to himself-because Carr disliked being
a subordinate and often proved a poor one. His intercourse with superiors
was "frank to the point of tactlessness," breeding an antagonism that Dr.
King believes probably retarded his promotion. Whether or not such was
the case, Carr gradually developed strong feelings that his superiors were
hostile to him and showed extreme sensitivity when not given his due.
His candid self-assertion either created or aggravated much of the ' strife
that troubled parts of a checkered career. Criticism of his character and
conduct are diligently and fairly presented by the author who, despite his
sympathy for Carr, never lapses into dogmatism or adulation.
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Dr. King, author of several articles for popular magazines and newspapers, owns a very informal, readable style-a prose that may strike some
scholars as too colloquial (e.g. "the situation was ugly"). Never pontifical,
but often superficial, the author labors admirably to achieve the difficult
balance between "popular" and "academic" historiography. That he has
not mastered the art sterns partly from an insufficiency of material on the
subjeCt, as well as his seeming reluctance to discard a single research
note. This latter fault conspires to give his work the stamp of a reconditioned doctoral dissertation.
Frequent and detailed quotations from official and family documents will
tax the patience of many readers. For example, to prove the absence of
Indian activity around Fort McPherson in July, 1870, the narrative is
burdened by excerpts from scouting reports; One of them reads: "One
pony track was seen but it was old and doubts were entertained as to its
being ridden. Mr. Cody who accompanied me inclined to the opinion that
the horse was loose." (Pp. 121-122)'. Such straining, to incorporate the
trivia of research, or to achieve superfluous precision, sometimes borders
on pedantry-as when the author writes: "The temperature crept up to
120 degrees Fahrenheit" (p. 137); or when 'he includes minutiae such as
this:
There was at least one bright spot in Carr's summer at Camp Lowell, however,
for on May 8 he was notified by telegram, which had been carried overland.for'
five days, that he had become the father of another boy on May 2. He was
named Frank Angelo, the middle name being the closest Carr could come to
that of Mary's mother Angelene. (P. 13'7)

Besides much tedious detail, some peopl,e may resent a mildly didactic
tone that occasionally patronizes the reader. In one place the author says:
"[Carr] turned his thoughts to what the future might hold for his fourday-old son, and in passing revealed much about himself . . ." Then a
portion of the quotation is explained (pp. 76-77).
Although the study is adequately documented, it is regretta1;>le that
footnotes are consigned to the back of the book. In a few places, documentation is inconsistent. On the one hand, Dr. King neglects to document a
statement 'that Carr sometimes concealed his plans from Indians by issuing verbal orders in French (p. 5), while on the other" he bothers to cite a
well-known study to support a commonplace description of Apaches (pp.
126-127). Flaws such as these are neither major nor frequent, but they
tend to weaken confidence in the judgment of the author.
This also holds true for the bibliography. It is ambiguously and awkwardly constructed, and has neither explanatory comments nor annotated
entries (but does have typographical errors). The bibliography appears
limited, to materials from which the author drew evidence. But the pres-
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ence of such popularized books as PaulL Wellman's Death in the Desert
and Death in the Prairie, and Fairfax Downey's Indian-Fighting Army, in
the "Secondary Works" section, hints at the inclusion of "suggested readings."Furthermore, books and periodicals appear under both "Secondary
Works" and "Primary Sources," with several of the periodicals listed as
secondary containing information of a primary nature. Seven newspapers
are also cited-but without dates or articles consulted. On the other hand,
the primary sources boast a respectable assortment of materials-both published and unpublished-from a variety of repositories, including the National Archives. However, reports of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
or of the Secretary of the Interior are absent-although the latter source
for the year 1868 is cited in a footnote.
Of much greater significance is the omission of maps-save for two from
the National Archives that embellish the inside of the front and back
covers~ 'They are of very limited value. Although the lack of adequate
maps is a serious deficiency in a study of this type, the reader will welcome six black and white plates of General Carr and companions. Of good
quality, they are one of the exceptions to an undistinguished job of publishing. Dr. King's labors deserve a better package than his publishers have
given them.
In conclusion, War Eagle is a readable and generally competent survey
of its subject, but one that seems destined to a limited audience. That is,
the general reader probably will find the book too detailed and academic,
while the mature student of frontier history will consider it too unsophisticated and variable in quality.
LESSING N OHL

AL SIEBER, CHIEF OF SCOUTS. By Dan L. Thrapp. Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1964. Pp. xvi, 432. lIlus., map, bibliog., index. $6.95.
IN THE LONG HISTORY of Indian warfare, the United States Army encountered no more deadly or elusive foe than the Apaches and no terrain
more hostile to military operations than the mountains and deserts of the
Southwest. West Point textbooks taught nothing about Indian fighting,
and even the informal techniques evolved in other theaters of Indian warfare had little validity against these "tigers of the human species" in their
mountain strongholds. General George Crook threw away the books and
devised his own unconventional methods. He reasoned that only an Apache
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could catch an Apache, and he tried it with, in the end, decisive effect.
But without a very special brand of leadership the Indian auxiliaries were
unreliable and dangerously unpredictable. A handful of officers and civilian
frontiersmen furnished this leadership. The civilian scouts proved indispensable. A good scout knew Apaches and knew the country. He could
control and direct Apache scouts and he could outguess and run down
Apache hostiles. And, sometimes of nearly equal importance, he could
influence the actions of the army officers without offending their dignity,
then diffidently let the credit for success fall to them.
Such a man was Al Sieber, by all odds the champion scout of them all.
He figured prominently, frequently decisively, in most of the military
operations against the Arizona Apaches from 1870 to 1885. In the sharp
Tonto Basin campaign of 1872 and the succession of scouts based on
Camp Verde that followed, he guided more than one young officer to his
first triumph and saved others from a first disaster. The Victori6 outbreak
of 1879"80 again found Al in the forefront of the pursuit, and at Big Dry
Wash two years later he played a heroic role. And finally, he helped
Crook run down Geronimo, missing only the final thrust, organized by
General Miles, that brought the wily renegade leader to his final surrender
in 1886. Thereafter, Sieber managed the scouts at San Carlos until the
tragic encounter with the Apache Kid that left Al a cripple and launched
the Indian on a criminal career of legendary proportions.
All this and more Dan Thrapp chronicles in this exhaustively researched and well-told biography of Sieber. It is surely the most definitive
work ever done or likely to'be done on the famous scout. Yet it is not
really a biography, for Sieber, like most of his contemporaries, left a trail
often impossible to follow. Rather, Thrapp has produced a history of
the Arizona Apache conflict in which AI Sieber emerges whenever the
sources permit but from which he frequently disappears for disconcertingly long periods. Although at times lured into excessive digression, Mr.
Thrapp has nonetheless performed the double service of delineating so far
as possible the character and achievements of AI Sieber and at the same
time presenting an eminently authorative, cohe~ent, and readable account
of a terribly confusing subject that has, more often, than not, overtaxed
the powers of synthesis and organization of others who have attempted it.
This is a notable book, recommended for the serious student as well as
the casual reader.
ROBERT

M.

UTLEY
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BE IT ENACTED: THE CREATION OF THE TERRITORY OF ARIZONA. By B.
Sacks. Phoenix: Arizona Historical Foundation, 1964. Pp. xvi, 200.
lIlus., maps, index_ $7.50'
THE EFFORTS of residents of New Mexico south of the Jornada del
Muerto and the region around the old Spanish settlement of Tucson to
form the Territory. of Arizona is here told in detail for the first time, with
attention to both the local and national scene. Mineral wealth was the
chief economic interest that motivated seekers after territoriality, and the
problem of slavery was the chief obstacle to success. Mter the withdrawal
of the southern states from the Union in 1861-62, the mining interest became dominant because of the prospect of the Federal Government's
sec~ring additiopal sinews of war from this far southwestern region.
The first proposal for a new territory was introduced into the New Mexico Legislature in 1855 by James Lucas, but it was buried in committee.
(See A. Feather, 'The Territories of Arizona," NMHR, 39 (1964), pp. 1631.) Sylvester Mowry, soldier turned politician, was outstanding in the
struggle from 1857 to 1860; then Charles Poston emerged as the chief
figure and received the accol~de, "Father of Arizona." This overempqasis
has been rectified by the author, whose work reveals the importance of
Samuel P. Heintzelman and William Wrightson in the legislative struggle
in Wa9hington.
The book is handsomely illustrated with reproductions of petitions for
territoriality, congressional reports, convention meetings, constitutions, and
photos of the many persons who were of prime influence, all crowned
with a facsimile copy of the Act of territoriality, duly signed and approved
by Abraham Lincoln, this last in a pocket along with two maps of the
proposed territory.
The text is a reprint from Vol. 5 of Arizona and the West, whose editor
encouraged the author to prepare this study for publication, and well that
he did. It is a handsome, well-researched book which ought to be influential
in eliminating the misuse of the terms "amateur" and "professional" historian from the vocabulary of those who read, write, and talk history. Good
history is where you find it, and an historian is an historian.
In closing, a statement concerning the New Mexico-Arizona boundary
merits comment: To say that "later surveys fixed the eastern boundary
[of Arizona] more precisely at 109°2'" is not quite to the point. When
Arizona was created, Washington was the base point for surveys, and
the boundary was 32° west from Washington. In 1912 the government
adopted the Greenwich base, and the boundary established at 32° does,
if one wishes to indulge in mathematics, measure out as above.
FRANK D. REEVE
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THE TRANSPORTATION FRONTIER: TRANS-MISSISSIPPI WEST, 1865-189°'
By Oscar Osburn Winther. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
1964. Pp. xiv, 224. IlIus., maps, notes, index'! $6.00.
PROFESSOR WINTHER'S survey of western transportation during the quartercentury following the Civil War forms part of the projected eighteenvolume series, Histories of the American Frontier, edited by Ray Allen
Billington. The book, like the series, is designed to provide a short, readable
account of a particular phase of frontier history and, at the same time, furnish bibliographical guidance to young students. Both of these objectives
seem ably attained in this volume.
The author has viewed western transportation in a wide definition, as
illustJ;ated by the topics that form his chapter divisions. After two brief
segments to "set the stage," Professor Winther devotes three major chapters
to freighting and staging on the overland trails and their branches. A single
chapter describes post-war steamboating on western waters. There· then
follow three chapters about western railroading, a chapter relating the
hazards of western travel, and a final, concluding description of the coming of improyed roads.
Two features of the book strike this reviewer as particularly valuable.
The first is the emphasis the author places on the continuing significance
of wagon freighting and stagecoaching throughout the years under consideration. It is obvious that we have too often followed the bullwhackers
and stagedrivers only to the moment when the first transcontinental railroad was completed. We have assumed that after 1869 the older forms
of transportation and travel then withered away, replaced by the newer
modes. Professor Winther demonstrates the errors in such simplified
statements. The coaches ,and wagons still had work to do, connecting towns
with the. new railroads, complementing, if not always competing with the
railroads. What was true in large measure of older land transport methods
was also true, to a lesser extent, of steamboat traffic on the western rivers.
A second admirable feature of the book is the carefulness with which
the author illustrates statements with specific details. Such items as horse
harnesses, methods of driving multiple teams, the dangers and casualties
from steamboat, stagecoach, and early railroad travel are described in
graphic, sometimes statistical, detail.
A few flaws mar the volume. Denver was settled by gold seekers in the
winter of 1858-59, not 1857-58 (p. 12). The fi?aps are rather poorly executed (unlike the illustrations, which are well chosen and reproduced).
The large, double-paged map of western railroads, circa 1890 (pp. 118-119)'
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is difficult to use; the end paper map of wagon roads ~s off register and
messily blurred.
But these are minor complaints. As a whole the book is a fine demonstration of the possibilities of combining sound historical research and graceful writing to produce a short survey bf a major aspect of western history.
CARL U BBELOHDE

NAVAHOS HAVE FIVE FINGERS. By T. D. Allen. The Civilization of the
American Indian Series, Number 68. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1963. Pp. xiv, 249. Bibliog., illus., index, map. $4-95.
T. D. Allen is a corporate name for the husband-and-wife writing team
of Terry and Don Allen. The AlIens are not anthropologists, sociologists,
nor medical doctors although they are thoroughly at home with the writings of Navaho specialists in these fields. Their book is a warm, sympathetic, and authentic account of modern Navaho life.
In the spring and summer of 1955 and again in 1956 the AlIens were
invited to substitute for a nurse at the Tselani Health Center, and outstation of the Presbyterian Mission at Ganado, Arizona. Navahos Have
Five Fingers is their account of this experience and the title sums up their
"not very profound" but nonetheless important discovery that Navahos
are people like everyone else. The book has two major virtues and many
lesser ones. The first is that it does convincingly portray Navahos as human
beings, no better, no worse than their white contemporaries. Secondly, it is
one of the few popular accounts of Navaho acculturation to appear since
the 1940'S. .
The style is anecdotal and effective. Readers who might find Kluckhohn, Vogt, Reichard, or the Leightons too heavy will learn much about
the mores and attitudes of this largest of the American Indian tribes. No
matter how strange or different their customs may be, the Allens constantly point out, they have a rationale which must be understood and
. accepted if there is to be any lasting and truly fruitful work done among
them. A sense of humor and an appreciation of their "innate dignity as
human beings" are as requisite for success as technical knowledge.·
This is an optimistic book, but not naively so. Though there are many
problems ahead the' AlIens are convinced that the traditional Navaho
potential for change and assimilation is once again asserting itself after the
period of resentment and withdrawal that accompanied the sheep reduction program of the 1930'S and 1940'S The People want education, many
are desirous of medical help, some are willing to listen to the advice of con-
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servation officials. They are changing and changing rapidly. If the AlIens
have any axe to grind it is simply that the past must not be repeated. Between the extremes of dictation and mollycoddling ~ policy must be worked
out which will place the responsibility for the future on Navaho shoulders.
This is a good book for those who are interested in Navahos and Indians
generally. It is spritely, well-organized and handsomely published.
LAWRENCE C. KELLY

FLORENTINE CODEX: GENERAL HISTORY OF THE THINGS OF NEW SPAIN.
By Fray Bernardino de Sahagun. Book I I: Earthly Things. Translated
from the Aztec into English by Charles E. Dibble and Arthur J. O.
Anderson. (No. 14, Pt. 12.) Santa Fe: The School of American Research and the University of Utah, 1963. Pp. xx, 297. Illus., notes, index
of Nahuatl terms. $15.00.
LACKING NOW ONLY the publication of Book 6 and a volume of index and
commentary, one of the major scholarly enterprises of our times has taken
a large step toward completion with the issue of Book 1 I, among the
longest divisions of Sahagun's great History. Comparison of the original
Nahuatl and the parallel English of Dibble and Anderson with Sahagun's
own Spanish version is here, as always, interesting.
Quantitatively, the difference between the Nahuatl and the Spanish
versions is usually not very great. The Spanish is more laconic, with occasional outright omission of passages which in one case amount to as
much as a chapter; and from time to time the Spanish adds something not
to be found in the Nahuatl.
Omissions which are very slight in length, however, may be of considerable importance. On leafing through Book lIthe reviewer again, as
in the case of every previous volume in the series, found something unexpected and of immediate utility, this time illustrating neatly the differences between the two original versions.
Book II is an Aztec natural history. One would expect this to be of
deep interest to modern natural scientists, perhaps even more to logicians
and historians of science. What one does not expect to find here is material useful in a study of the role played by the Mixtec people in Mexican
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ancient history. Chapter Twelve describes "the different kinds of water and
the different kinds of earth."
Making a quick English version of a single paragraph of this chapter
from the fine 1938 Robredo edition of Sahagun's Spanish, we have:
"All the area around Mexico City is called Mexicatlalli, the land of
Mexico. The provinces where the Totonacs live are called Totonacatlalli.
The Tarascan provinces are called Michoacatlalli. The provinces where
the Mixtecs live are called Mixtecatlalli, meaning land of the Mixtecs.
The southern provinces near the sea, in this New Spain, they call
Anahuacatlalli; they are a land of mountains and gold, of feathers etc.
Where the Chichimecs live, the provinces are called Chichimecatlalli, and
this is a very poor, sterile region, where all the means of subsistence are
scarce."
This single paragraph is in fact a resume of the corresponding and
rather more colorful Nahuatl original, which Dibble and Anderson render:
"MEXICATLALLI. It is the City of Mexico and the land which belongs
to it-all which pertains to the Mexican nation, to the Mexicans who live
on it. It is a good place, a favorable place.
"TOTONACATLALLI. It is the land on which live the· Totonaca. It is hot,
a hot place, a productive place, a rich place, a place of Bowers, a land of
fruitS. It is a place of quick death; it is not a place to grow old in. It is a
place of sweating, a place of Bies, a place of wild beasts.
"MICHOACATLALLI. On it live the Michoaca. It is an esteemed placesalubrious, a place to grow old in, a cool place, in some places warm. The
people of Michoacan are prudent, able; they are weavers of designs.
"MIXTECATLALLI. This is the land on which dwell the Mixteca-all the
Pinome, the Chontals, the Nonoalca. Those of the land of the Mixteca are
experienced; they have knowledge; they have knowledge of green stones.
"ANAUACATLALLI. This lies by [and] near the sea; it is a-land of wealth,
of riches.
"CHICHIMECATLALLI. On this dwell the Chichimeca. It is a place of
misery, pain, suffering, fatigue, poverty, torment. It is a place of dry rocks,
of failure; a place of lamentations; a place of death from thirst; a place of
starvation. It is a place of much hunger, of much death. It is to the north."
Two points of genuine importance are made in the Nahuatl version with
reference to the Mixtec peoples, and are left out of the Spanish.
. I. For the Aztecs, the people of the Mixtec region were experienced.
This suggests that the relationship of the Aztecs to them was indeed, as
several authors have proposed, that of student to teacher; in comparison to
the Aztecs, the Mixtecs were old in the ways of civilization.
2. In the land of the Mixtecs there lived several peoples who for some
reason had different names, such as Pinome, Chontal [ch6chon in the
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Nahuatl], and Nonoalca. Interpretation of a number of early documents
is made possible only by the disc;overy of such identifications as this.
Parenthetically, it is hard to see why Dibble and Anderson have chosen
to translate chOchon as Chontal. There still exist two Indian groups called
Chontal-one in Tabasco and one in Oaxaca. Neither is related linguistically to the Mixtecs, and neither is close geographically to them. But the
Chochos (Chochon, Chuchon, Chocholteca, Chocho-Popoloca) still live
in the heart of the Mixtec region and are quite close linguistically to the
Mixtecs as well. Some chronicles, in addition, specify clearly that certain
Nonoalcas migrated to the Chocho-Popolocaregion of northern Oaxaca and
southern Puebla. Perhaps Dibble and Anderson, remembering that the
Chontal of Tabasco are in one of 'the several regions which at one time or
another have been referred to as Nonoalco, or land of the Nonoalcas,
changed the nam~ ChOchon to Chontal for that reason plus some other
which remains unknown to me; but the resulting wholesale transportation
of Oaxaca people to Tabasco really seems unnecessary.
. A great virtue 6f this edition is that the parallel columns of Nahuatl
and English provide readers most conveniently with the materials for such
disagreements as the present one.
Having thus slightly but importantly abbreviated the Nahuatl, Sahagun
went on to compensate in the next section by adding in Spanish a four-page
note on idolatry, which is entirely absent from the Nahuatl, leaving out
the translation of much of the description of various mountains in the
Nahuatl version to make room for it. Then, in place oE the Nahuatl descriptions of various kinds of stone, roads, and buildings-all of great
archaeological interest-he inserts in the Spanish version a rambling but
interesting account of ,the "road" taken by the Church; much of it is in an
unaccustomed first person, and even the date and place of writing (November 8, 1576, in Tlatelolco) are specified.
. Book I I is not the first in the series to provide comparative materials
for the history of science and thought. A fascinating study could be made
with Sahagun's material for Aztec classification of nature, plus data from
such works as the Alvarado and C6rdova dictionaries of sixteenth-century
Mixtec and Zapotec. Modern Indian lexicons also retain some ancient
classifications in their word forms.
JOHN

PADnOCK
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THE KING DANCED IN THE MARKETPLACE. By Frances Gillmor. Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 1964. Pp. xvi, 271. Illus., map, geneal.
table, index. $6.50'
WHILE WRITTEN as a biography of the ruler of Mexico-Tenochtitlan,
Moteczuma IIhuicamina, this book might as properly have been
entitled The Rise of the Aztec Empire. The study covers the years of
Huehue Moteczuma's life, 1398-1468, during which period the people
of the island city overcame servitude to become sovereign in the Valley
of Mexico. This was the period which witnessed the shift in the balance
of power from the Tepaneca of Azcaputzalco to Mexico-Tenochtitlan and
Texcoco; the subsequent economic and military expansion northward and
southward from the Valley of Mexico.
Three features of the book are deserving of special notice and commendation as they serve to give the study its unique character.
This biography is also a history of the Valley of Mexico, and as such,
differs from the aboriginal sources which furnish the data. The native
chronicler depicted events primarily in terms of their own city or tribe.
Hence we have a history of Texcoco, a history of Cuauhtitlan, but their
ethnocentric bias precluded any tendency to see the Valley as a unit of
cultural development. Dr. Gillmor has judiciously relied almost exclusively
upon Valley of Mexico sources and the center of interest is one man from
Mexico-Tenochtitlan. Still the Valley of Mexico is clearly the setting
and the multiple ties and rivalries between the separate cities are stressed.
The study has the stamp of authenticity and is amply supported by
references to the native sources. Its pleasing narrative style may obscure the
care with which the author has documented every important detail of her
story. As examples: "They carried shields and weapons into battle for more
seasoned soldiers," (p. 72), is derived from a study of the Codex Mendoza;
"They spread long nets above the surface of the water to catch the low
flying night birds, and at daybreak waded far out into the shallow water
to find what they had caught," (p. 27), is based on a careful study of
the Mapa de Santa Cruz.
A second feature is the author's selection of the illustrative material
from the native codices and the order in which these illustrations are
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presented to the reader. Aztec codices have recently been called picture
manuscripts or narrative drawings, which is a way of stressing the fact that
the glyphs serve mainly to recall events, the details being supplied by a
corresponding oral tradition. After the conquest the oral traditions which
supplemented the codices became the annals which are quoted, or cited
in the notes, to support the author's text. We .are thus able to consult
this book in much the same manner as the native scholars consulted their
codices. As a clear example the illustrations accompanying Chapter Thirteen are taken from the Codex Telleriano Remensis. Gillmor's text for.
this chapter amplifies the illustrations and corresponds to the oral elucidation which a pre-conquest scholar would have supplied upon viewing this
section of the T elleriano Remensis.
Thirdly, the extent to which one language can be phrased to reflect the
style of another language: The author has admirably presented the metaphor, rhythm and beauty of the Nahuatl language. "They charged him
with the burden of rule" (p. 27); "By my lance I earned it" (p. 50); "We
carryon our backs ropes and planting sticks to serve the Mexica" (p.60);
"And he has thrown down his woven mat "and his seat everywhere"(p.
. 81); "We come under your shadow. You are a great ahuehuetl tree beneath
whose shade we find the freshness of your love" (p. 96). These are but a
few examples of the many contained in the book which reflect Nahuatl
literary style and choice of metaphor.
The King Danced in the Marketplace reveals Dr. Gillmor's many years
of study in Mexico, her intimate knowledge of every hill and hamlet in
the Valley of Mexico and the gracious advice and counsel she has always
received from Mexico's scholars. In style, detail and accuracy, The King
Danced in the Marketplape is a delightful and scholarly book.
CHARLES E. DIBBLE

VASCO DE QumOGA AND HIS PUEBLO-HoSPITALS OF SANTA FE. By Fintan
B. Warren, a.p.M. Washington, D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1963. Pp. viii, 133. Illus., facs., geneal. table, index. $6.00.
IN THE UNITED STATES the story of Spain in America too often is told in
terms of Samuel Shellabarger's Captain from Castile, the Dick and Jane
version of the conquest. In Latin America, Diego Rivera's interpretation
frequently attracts more attention than the scholarship of two generations.
Thus in either hemisphere, for different reasons, the mention of "Spanish
colonies" still evokes the image of brutal Spaniards in search of gold

90

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XL:1 1965

driving Indians beyond their strength straight into death's maw. In the
background stands a priest making the sign of the cross, a trace of a sly
smile playing at the corners of his mouth. Unhappily, this "gold, glory,
and gospel" interpretation has some foundation in fact, making it doubly
difficult to get things in their proper places. Now, Father Warren adds
another chunk of evidence that belies the popular notion of Spain's effort
in the New World.
Vasco de Quiroga's work fits into Spain's long tradition of humanitarian
idealism. Broadly educated, he first turns up in history in 1525, serving
the crown in North Africa. Five years later he received an appointment as
judge of tIle audiencia of New Spain. In the colony, like other compassionate men before him, he was appalled at the position of the Indians 'and
decided to establish for their relief the pueblo-hospitals. As Warren explains, the word "hospital" has a close kinship to the word "hospitality."
Thus Quiroga's hospitals were not restricted to the lame, the halt, and the
blind but were for "the achievement of social, philanthropic, and religious
ends." He founded the hospitals near Mexico City and Michoacan, following the pattern found in Thomas More's Utopia. But trouble came.
Authorities in Mexico City and wealthy landholders disputed Quiroga's
right to land and feared his influence with the natives. Despite all, Quiroga
prevailed and, in doing so, displayed the best of Spain's blood: a stubborn,
dedicated man giving much of his life and goods to elevate the spiritual
and cultural level of natives struck dumb by the conquest.
Warren's main contribution is more apparent in the bibliography than
in the narrative. Patiently, methodically he ransacked the archives of
Spain and Mexico looking for untapped sources. He found lfttle that is
new. But by spending those eye-straining, back-breaking hours with sixteenth-century manuscripts, he has made it unnecessary for anyone else
to undertake the task. Also, his study strips away the nonsense that other
historians, driving a thesis, have seen fit to attach to the life of Quiroga.
And finally, he has corrected a number of errors committed by those less
skilled in paleography.
The weakness of the book is the prose. Cumbersome to begin with, Warren has burdened it with Spanish terms, making much of the story incomprehensible to those outside the profession. What, for example, are the
uninitiated to make of a sentence that begins (p. 65): "On January 29,
1562, the cabildo instructed its procurador mayor to ask the audiencia for
the proceso ... "?
LOUIS

E.
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